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interests in the Black Sea. Although the Crimea had been recognized
as an independent khanate it was not strong enough to maintain its
own independence. Weakened by the war, Turkey was in no condition
to give it timely assistance. The tsarist government astutely took
advantage of the rivalry between the members of the ruling house
of Girai. One of them., Shagin Girai, was proclaimed khan with the
assistance of Russian, troops brought into the Crimea. In 1783 Shagin
Girai was deposed by the Russian government and the Crimea was
annexed to Russia u&der the name of Taurida.

Following the incorporation of the Crimea, Russia recovered the

fertile steppes adjoining the Black Sea, which area became  known

as Novorossia. Russian landlords pounced on the new regions   and

seized the best lands in the Crimea, particularly along the coast and

in the fertile valleys. The population of the Tatar coastal villages

were forced to the mountains. Many Tatars emigrated to . Turkey.

Within a short space of time large estates owned by high dignitaries

and generals of the empress arose in the steppes adjoining the Black

Sea. The steppes were settled quickly. Among the settlers were Russian

peasants who had been forcibly transferred from the central districts,

as well as Greeks, Armenians and local Tatars. General Potemkin,

a favourite of the empress, was appointed governor-general to the

newly-annexed territory, where he amassed great wealth. He diverted

recruits from the army and settled them on his lands. New towns and

fortresses arose in Novorossia and the Crimea. The city of Ekaterino-

slav (now Dnepropetrovsk) was founded on the Lower Dnieper and

was made the administrative centre of the territory. A naval base

was built at Sevastopol in the Crimea. The fortress of Kherson was

erected near the mouth of the Dnieper.

The Second Turkish War* Catherine realized that Turkey would
not reconcile herself with the loss of the Crimea. In preparation for
a new war with Turkey, the empress concluded an alliance with Austria.
Intensive fortification of the Crimea and the coast of the Black
Sea, as well as the construction of a fleet, and of fortresses, hastened
the outbreak of war with Turkey. Incited by France, who wished to
weaken Russia, Turkey declared war in 1787.

The war opened with an attempt by the Turks to seize the small
Russian fort of Kinburn guarding the Dnieper estuary. In a bold at-
tack Russian troops under the outstanding commander Suvorov drove
a detachment of Turks which had landed in front of the fortress back
into the sea. The following year Austria entered the war on the side
of Russia. At this time the Russian troops began their siege of the
strong Turkish fortress of Ochakov. The Russian army operating against
Turkey was under the command of Potemkin, an able but ambitious-
and irresolute man who even while at war permitted himself extrava*
gaat entertainments. Meanwhile the soldiers in their light coats were